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A collaborative project…

• Aimee Swenson, USDA FSA
• BFR State Coordinator; State Outreach & Comms Coordinator

• Jon LaPorte, MSU Extension
• Farm Business Management Educator

Project Co-Leads





What is the 
Beginning Farmer 
Resource & 
Decision-Making 
Guide?

• What:
• Centralized location of resources. 

• Target audience:
• all beginning producers, 

• new farming decision makers, 

• Everyone!

• Goal:
• to succinctly find resources that 

support initiating new production 
systems – of any size/type



Contributors

• Subject matter experts from all 
production areas

• Team specific and cross-
pollinated input

• Industry contributions

• Business

• Fruit

• Veg

• Livestock

• Manure

• Soil

• Food systems

• Pest management

• Flowers

• …and so much more



Content

• Brief

• Introductory

• Generalized to area

• Cross-referential

1) List of all contributing subject 
matter experts

2) Introduction to getting started

3) Primary considerations

4) Process for getting started

5) 5 common questions

6) Resources & 
Recommendations

7) Industry Partners

Common Sections









Index functionality



Where do we find the Guide?

• Online

MSU Extension housing online 
index version.

• Print

USDA providing print version for 
in-person outreach events only





When will it be available?

• Goal for deliverable is Fall 2025

• Stay tuned at next GL Expo for reveal!

• Framework model for other state adoption



Survey

• Purpose:
• To collect feedback directly from producers on knowledge needs

• To better understand our BFR population – who are you/what are you doing/what do you 
need?

• 14 Comprehensive questions
• Demographics

• Production types

• Operational management

• Production information important to your operation

• Open ended feedback and questions that may not have been captured.
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